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REM™MOVA 


as she put sbe question. I got on 


those pathless forests 


| panied by at least a dozen Indians, who seem- 


‘| dumb boy on may back, as usual, thinking, 


pany, that they cea d 
thing. They wal ithout looking to the 
right or to the left, ey eat their wretched 
food and lay down ep with o silent de- 
spair that was sbockpg. Mr. Pordage left 
off mauudering uow, and Serjeant Drooce was 
80 quiet and biddable, that Tom Packer had 
an easy wpe a it with him at last. Those 
among us who still talked, to get a 
habit of dropping our . . 2. 
Short’s Jukes languished and dwindled ; iss 
Maryon’s voice, stilb kind and tender as ever, 
began to lose its clearness; aud the poor 
children, when they got weary and cried, shed 
tears silently, like old people. It seemed as 
if the darkness and the hush of the endless 
forest had cast its shadow on our spirits, and 
had stolen drearily into our inmost hearts, 
On the sixth day, we saw the blessed sun- 
shipe on the,ground before us, once more. 
Prisoners as we were, there was a feeling of 
freedom on Se *pping into the light again, and 
ou looking up, without interruption, into the 
clear blue leaven, from which no human 
creature can keep any other human creature 
when the time comes ior rising to it. A turn 
in the path brought us out suddenly at au 
Indian village—a wretched place, made up of 
two rows of huts built with poles, the cre 
between them stopped with mud, and the 
roofs thatched in the coarsest manner with 
‘leaves. The savages squatted about, 
umped to their feet in terror as we Game in 
view ; but, seeing the Indians at the head of 
our party. took beart, and began chattering 
and screeching, just like the parrots we had 
left in the forest. Our guides answered in 
their 6 some fean, half-wild dogs 
and bowled incessantly and the 
rates discharged their muskets and loaded 
them again, to make sure that their powder 
not got damp on the march. No want of 
muskets among them now! The noise and 
the light and the confusion, after the silence, 
darkaess, and discipline that we had been 
used to for the last five days, so bewildered 
us all, that it was quite a relief to sit down 
on the groand and let the guard about us shut 


m 
and saw the Pirate Captain 
with the Indians. of the village. His hands 
were making signs in the fussy * way, 
all the time he was speaking. Somtimes 
they pointed away to where the forest began 
again beyond us; and somtimes they went up 
beth together to his mouth, as if he was wish- 
7 1 getting atfresh supply of the necessaries 
of life. 
My eyes next turned towards the males. | 
Nobody was employed in unpacking the bag 
gage; nobody went near that bundle of axes 
aay had weiged on- my mind so much al- 
re 


t 2 as if we were not going much 
farther on,” 1. 

Thank “ae ta if it be so, for the sake of - 
the poor children!“ says Miss M 
avis, * er pose something happened which 
gave us a chance ef escaping? Do you think 
ve could ever fiad our way back to the sea? 2 
Not a hope of getting back, Miss. If the 
Pirates were to let as go this very instant, 


keep us prison 
for ever.“ 


Foo true! Too true!” she said, and said 
no more. 

In another half-hour we were roused up, 
and marched away from the village (as I had 
thought we should be) into the forest again. 
This time, though there was by no means so 
much cutting through the underwood needed 
as in our;previous experience, we were aceom - 


ed to me to be following us out of sheer idle- 
neks and curiosity. We had walked, as well“ 
as I could calculate, more than an hour, and 
I was trudging along with the little deaf and 


not very hopefully, of our future prospects, 
when I was startled by a moan in my ear from 
the child. One of 7 * arms was trembling 
round my neck, and other pointed .away 
towards a right hand. I looked in that di- 
rection—and there, as if it had started out of | 


the ground to. dispute our througa 


stone, twice my height at least. The thing 
loomed out of a ghostly white, against the | 
dark curtain of trees all round it. Spots of 
rank moss stuck about over its great glaring 
stone face ; its hands were tucked up 
into its breast ; and feet were four 
times the size of — — limbs ; its body 
and the flat space of spare stone whieh rose. 
above its head, were all covered with myste- 
rious devies—little grinning men’s faces, 
heads of crocodiles and apes, twisting knots 
and twirling knobs, strangely-shaped leaves, 
winding lattice work; legs, arms, fingers, 
toes, Kulla, bones, and such like, Tbe mon- 
strous statue leaned over on one side, and 
was only kept from falling to the ground by 
the roots of a great tree which had wound 
themselves round the lower half of it, Alto- 
gether, it was as horrible and ghastly an object | 
to come upon suddenly, in. the unknowu 
depths of a great forest, as the mind (or, at 
all events, my mind) can coneeive. When I 
say that the first meeting with the statue 
struck me speechless, nobody can wonder that 
the children actually screamed with terror at 
the sight of it. 

“Itisonly a great big'doil, my darling,“ 
‘says Short, at his wit’s end how to quiet the 
little girl on his back. We'll get a nice 
soft bit of wood soon, and show these : 


hoy by signs whch I could not understand. 
ve heard of these things, Davis,“ she 
The are idols made by a lost race 
lived, no one cansay how many 
ports it was yet seed in the ground. We 
must get the children used to these stone 
monsters. I believe we are coming 


more of them. I believe we are close to the 
remains of one those of 5 jee 


hideous thing 
chipped while the great tree that now 


in this part ot wor 

Before I could answer, the word of com- 
bassing the idol, some ef the Pirates fired 
weir muskers at it. The echoes from the 
reports rang back on us with a sharp rattling 
sound. We pushed oa a few paces, when the 
Indians a head flourished 


thei -knives, 
“El Palacio!” 


out, “The Palace f“ “Other 


In ev 


fi. 


Es 
E 


of life leaning aguinst it, rose the strajght, 
naked trunk of a beautiful tree, that shot up 
high above the ruins, and dropped its enor- 
mous branches from the very top of it, bending | 
down towards us, in curves like plumes of im- 
ynense green feathers. In this hall, which-qas 
big enough to hold double our number, we 
were ordered to make a ha!t, while the pirate 


cap 
ee the Indians through a doorway, | 


— backs to the portico. Ia front of us, to- | 
wards the right, was another 8 
through 
ans, cutting away with their knives, right and 
left, at the overspreading underwood. Even 
the noise of the hacking, and the hum and 
murmur of the 
loading the mules, seemed to be sounds too 
faint and trifling to break the awful stillness 


writhed round them like muny great maker. 
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